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LEGEND  OP  THE BURMESE BUDDPIA.

be called the era of religion, beginning with the year of
Buddha's Neibbaii, that is to say, on the year 148 of the
Eetzana era. The king joyfully assented to the pious
request of the Buddhist patriarch, and was exceedingly
rejoiced to have this opportunity of affording a fresh token
of the great esteem he had for Buddha's person.

Many years afterwards, the great Kathaba entertained
some fear in his mind respecting the safety of the relics,
distributed over eight distinct places, viz., Ivootheinaron,
Eadzagio, Kappila, Allakabat, Watadipaka, Rama, Pawa,
and Wetlialie.5 He wished to have them all put together
in a safe and secure place, where they could be preserved
until better circumstances would afford an. opportunity to
bring them forth, and expose them to the respect and
veneration of the true believers all. over the Dzampoudipa

r> \h7Q ai-e without any direct in-
formation concerning the history of
Buddhism during the twenty years
that elapsed after Gaudama's death.
But we have allusions made in several
plaees which clearly indicate that the
new religion had to struggle with many
difficulties before it could gain a firm
footing in the places lying north of the
Ganges. Though they had been the
seat of Buddha's preachings, though
the people had been intimately ac-
quainted with all his doings, it ap-
pears that the pounhas contrived to
thwart to a great extent the results
of his labours. At Kootheinaron, on
the very spot rendered illustrious by
his death, we have seen an individual
rejoicing at Buddha's demise, because
he would be now at liberty to act
according to his wishes. He was
not a solitary instance of open insub-
ordination, since Kathaba felt that it
was necessary, in order to check the
growing evil, to assemble a council
three months after the death of Gau-
darna. This step does not appear to
have produced all the good effects
that were anticipated. The patriarch
of the Buddhistic Church is repre-

sented to us as trembling for the
safety of the relics. What could have
caused this great anxiety ? Doubtless
there was a strong party, either with-
in or without the assembly, which
was inimical to the worship paid to the
remains of Buddha, and aimed at
procuring their total destruction. In
the relation of IIwen-Thsang the
writer has met with a passage in
which mention is made of a period of
time when the pure doctrine alone
was held, and of a subsequent period
when the worship of relics would
be prevailing. It is not improbable
that in this passage allusion is made
to the time when the relics were
buried secretly, by the care of Ka-
thaba, in the neighbourhood of Racl-
zagio, and remained concealed during
two hundred years. The conduct of
Kathaba in securing the safety of the
relics reveals an important fact, viz.,
that there existed from the earliest
days of Buddhism a great antipathy,
in a fraction of the community,
against keeping and venerating Bud-
dha's remains. It created a schism
among the disciples which was never
healed up,, as the sequel will show..